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He: Support of the NOSB' s draft pasture gunidance document

Dear NUSE Members,

[ azn wrzting to express fll support for the NOSB s draft guidance dooument regarding pasture requirements for the
Meational Organic Program:. | have the expeciation that the USDA orgenic seal represents the frue meamsy of “organic”
which incldes pastaring of animals as required by the Nationst Organic Program Standards.

T reguese that the NOSD approve the dealt pastarve guidance document ss written including “Rusninant Hvasiock
shall praze pasears duging e monhs of the vear when pasture s provide edible fornoe. Phe Orposic Spsiem Plan shud
have the goad of providing grazed feed greater than 389 dey mutter ivfoke on o dafly basis during fhe grovwing seascn bt
naf fegx thor 124 days. The Organie System Plan shall includs p timeling showmg how the producer wiff sansiy she goal

Ly wpaxiertize Thes pasture somponng of toisd feed usad 1o he B sysiom”

Lack of enforcement, on some operations, of the cursent Rule requirement for the passaring of ruminants, including
actating dadry cows, has led fo the necessety for the moeluszon of the above numerical stendards in the gurdence document.
Without clear, definiiive wordmg, the intent of the Hule, with regards fo pasturs, will continue o be disregarded by some.
This wording gives certifiers an explicit minirnum amount of grazing intake sad minimun allowable grazmng season that
will serve 38 a clear-cut itigger/guide in their sertification process,

{ firmlv believe requiring sipnificant pasture infaks for numinants, as this document promotes, represents a sustammable
agricuktural svstem, providing multiple benefits 0 the ammals, environmest and the consumens of orgaaic prodects,
Providing cows with 800088 to pashure &
the amimals and the land, working trom the soil wp o promote an interdependent community. Passare providss benefits to
cows that includs improved foot and leg strength. reduced breeding problems, less siress, lower culling refes, and
enhanced imrounity, Ruminants with access to pasture help ansure an orgenic production system that provides Hiving
conditions shat sllow anmnals to satisfv their natural behavior patterns, provides the animals with proventative bealth care
Eenefits, snd irnproves hassane anima care and their welfare,

These benefils are passed dows 1o consssers tirough more nuinitioss milk A recent study condusted by the Danish
institute of Agrioultural Research fested milk from cows farmed organically and found that i was 30% higher = Vitamm
E, T5% higher iz beta carotene and higher iz omega 3 essential fatty scids $han conventional mulk. This study Hied these
gualiiies o organic cows having reoom 10 eraze and a diet high In frosh prass and clever, and forage

Aferwing cowe o go oo their fesd rather tan bringiag fead 10 the cows substanbally reduces the use of non-renswable
resomrces and machinery required for feed transporiation and scological manure recveling. Responsibie active
managemmenf of gualify pasture 19 an excelient way to improve soil quehty. Careful management of pasture ensures
mmaxirnom utihization and capiure of solar energy. the basis of prowing food.

T support the NOSE pasture puidasce dosument end thank voo For including clesr, definitive minimums. The standards for
aganie fems and food merketed under the VSDA ovaasic seal must vt be compromised

Sincerely,

organic dairy farmer
OTEATG COnSm




